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Two separate assays were used to verify the presence of the Tie2-Scarb1 transgene. First, a TaqMan assay that specifically recognized the promoter region of the Tie2-Scarb1 transgene but not the endogenous mouse Tie2 promoter was designed by including, in the reverse primer, the sequence for the Not I site present in the transgene but absent from the endogenous mouse Tie2 gene. In addition, the presence of the Tie2-Scarb1 transgene was confirmed by normal PCR with forward primer GGTGTTTCTCCTTGCCGCCA, located in the Tie2 promoter region, and reverse primer AACGCCGAGCGCAGCAAACA, located in mouse Scarb1 cDNA.
Genotyping of LIV11-SCARB1 mice was carried out using an ABI TaqMan assay for the human SCARB1 gene (see Supplementary Table 1) . 
Supplementary Figure 1. Effect of HFHC diet on plasma lipids in Tie2-Scarb1-KO x
Scarb1-KO mice compared to Scarb1-KO littermate control.
13 female Tie2-Scarb1 x Scarb1-KO mice and 9 female Scarb1-KO sibling controls were placed on a HFHC diet for 3 months and plasma lipids were then analyzed.
The following abbreviations were used for mice: KO -Scarb1-KO, Tr-gene+KO -Tie2-Scarb1 x Scarb1-KO. Abbreviations used for lipids: TC -total cholesterol; TGtriglycerides; PL -phospholipids; FC -free cholesterol; CE -cholesteryl ester.
There were no statistically significant differences between these two groups.
Supplementary Figure 2. Effect of EC specific expression of Scarb1 on atherosclerosis.
Representative images of aortic lesions, as determined by en face analysis, is shown. 
